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TAGS: PEPR, IS, LE 

SUBJECT: ISRAELI COMMANDO ATTACK ON VEHICLES NORTH OF LITANI 


1 . DURING CONVERSATION WITH BAR-ON MARCH 1 8, 1 TOLD HIM 
THE SECRETARY HAD ASKED THAT I CONVEY THE FOLLOWING. IT 
HAD BEEN OUR UNDERSTANDING AS A RESULT OF EARLIER EX- 
CHANGES WITH ISRAELIS THAT THERE WOULD BE NO FURTHER 
ISRAELI MILITARY ACTION NORTH OF LITANI RIVER. INFORMATION 
AVAILABLE TO US INDICATED THAT THERE HAD IN FACT BEEN A 
COMMANDO ATTACK ON TWO VEHICLES ON COAST ROAD NEAR ADLUM 
THE NIGHT OF MARCH 16-17, IN WHICH ONE PALESTINIAN LEADER 
BUT ALSO A NUMBER OF CIVILIANS HAD BEEN KILLED. THIS 
ACTION PUT US AND THE SECRETARY PERSONALLY IN A DIFFICULT 
SITUATION WHEN WE HAVE BEEN TELLING OTHERS, ON THE STRENGTH 
OF WHAT WE HAD UNDERSTOOD FROM ISRAELIS, THAT MILITARY 
ACTIONS NORTH OF LITANI HAD CEASED. 
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2. BAR-ON SAID THAT ISRAELI EMBASSY HAD NO DETAILS ABOUT 
MILITARY SITUATION BUT UNDERTOOK TO REPORT THE FOREGOING 
TO JERUSALEM. 
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